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Lorenz Pereira wins award
of excellence in Australia

(island.lk) Lorenz Pereira, a well-
known former sportsman of Royal
College, Colombo recently received
a prestigious award of excellence
at the Urban Development Institute
2012 Awards in Sydney, Australia.
He has won this award for being
manager of a project named Kew
Residential Services. He has been
the Project Manager of the said
residential service which has been
responsible for the residential
development of some 400 single

dwellings, being one of the largest
quality residential development
projects in Australia.

One of the brightest sports
products of Royal, Lorenz was in
Sri Lanka last June to chair the
annual Royal College Stag Dinner.
He excelled in four sports
disciplines whilst a schoolboy; he
captained Royal at tennis, excelled
in athletics and rugby while being
adjudged the Schoolboy Cricketer
of the Year in 1959.

Lorenz Pereira with the

award he received for the
Best Urban Renewal
Project at the Urban
Development Institute
2012 Awards held
recently in Sydney.

Mithun Perera now ranked 27 in Asia

(island.lk) Prominent golfer Mithun Perera who is
attached to the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) is
now ranked 27 in Asia, while his previous ranking
was 37, following two successful tours in India and
the Philippines.

In the Indian list he is ranked ninth.

Early this month, he successfully concluded the
Hero Indian Open of the Asian Tour at the Delhi
Golf Club with 70-72-68-68 at minus 10.

The winner, Bangladeshi Siddikur finished at
66—66-67-75 at minus 14. The Hero Indian Open
Golf Tournament is India’s longest running
international sports competition and is held
annually on the Asian Tour.

Started in 1964, it has now been held for 49 years
and celebrates its golden jubilee this year. It is the
flagship event of Indian golf.

In 2013, the Asian Tour will celebrate a
momentous milestone with its 10th season. As the
official sanctioning body for professional golf in
Asia, the Asian Tour leads the development of golf
across the region, enhancing the careers of its
members, while maintaining a commitment to the
integrity of the game. The Asian Tour, through its
membership of the International Federation of
PGA Tours, is the only recognised Pan-Asian
professional golf tour in Asia. This unique feature
positions the Asian Tour at the pinnacle of
professional golf in Asia; providing its events with
Official World Ranking status.

CHECK THE LATEST ISSUE

Meanwhile, Mithun |
scored 69-67-71-69
in a total of 276 at
minus 12, at the
Resorts World
Manila Masters on
Sunday in Manila, in
the Phillipines.
China’s Liang Wen-
chong won the
Resorts World
Manila Masters with
67-69-67-69, totaling
272 at minus 16.
The Resorts World
Manila Masters is
sponsored by
Resorts World
Manila, with the
Manila Southwoods Golf and Country Club as the
official host venue. Other sponsors include Nike
Golf, BMW, Sony, Asia Brewery, Canon, PLDT,
Remington Hotel, Marriott Manila and media
partner, Business Mirror.

Following his success at the two tournaments,
Mithun is set to leave the island to compete at the
Indonesian Open, Hong Kong Open, Thailand
Championship and the Indian Tour Championship,
which will continue till December 30, this year.
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Mahela Jayawardene requests to be rested

Selectors pick tried and tested teams

to challenge Pakistan in the desert
ELMO Rodrigopulle

(dailynews.lk) The Sri Lanka cricket selectors led
by Sanath Jayasuriya who met yesterday have
picked tried and tested teams to challenge
Pakistan in the two Twenty 20 and
five 50 over internationals to be
played in the United Arab Emirates
next month.

The champion missing from both squads is
former Sri Lanka captain and competent
batsman in all forms of the game Mahela
Jayawardene who has requested to be
rested for personal reasons.

It is interesting to note the inclusion of young
all rounder Ramith Rambukwella for the two
Twenty games. That he is not in the 50 over
team leaves room for question. However his
selection in the Twenty20 squad is subject to
fitness. It is reported that he had twisted his knee
during his phenomenal effort with the ball during
the night Twenty20 game against New Zealand at
Pallekele. Pity he had to suffer that injury.

The inclusion of stylish hard hitting left hand
batsman Kithruwan Vithanage in both forms of the

game is a move in the AUSTRALIA

left arm leg spinner Rangana Herath for the two
Twenty games and including him in the 50 over
team is intriguing. What rest can a player get by
just skipping two games?
Sri Lanka Twenty20 squad: Dinesh
Chandimal (C), Lasith Malinga
(VC), T.M. Dilshan, Janith Perera,
Kumar Sangakkara, Angelo
Mathews, Lahiru Thirimanne,
Kithruwn Vithanage, Thisara
Perera, Nuwan Kulasekera,
Seekkuge Prasanna, Suranga
Lakmal, Schitra Senanayake,
Ajantha Mendis and Ramith
Rambukwella.
Sri Lanka 50-over squad:
T. M. Dilshan, Janith Perera, Dimuth
Karunaratne, Kumar Sangakkara,
Angelo Mathews (C), Dinesh Chandimal (vc),
Lahiru Thirimnne, Ashen Priyanjana, Kithruwan
Vithanage, Thissara Perera, Nuwan Kulesekera,
Lasith Malinga, Suranga Lakmal, Sachitra
Senanayeke, Rangana Herath, Seekuge
Prasanna.

right direction. He is
capable of wading into
any attack and tearing
it apart.

The selectors must be
commended for
slotting in leg spinner
Seekkuge Prasanna. If
he makes it to the
playing eleven should
add variety and
penetration to the
attack. The Pakistanis
are smarting after their
recent debacles to
Zimbabwe and South
Africa and will come
hard at the Lankans in
an attempt to devour
them and regain lost
prestige.
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Dilshan joins Sydney Thunder

(dailymirror.lk) The ambitious rebuild of Sydney
Thunder after two years of Big Bash League woe
has continued with the signing of swashbuckling Sri
Lankan opener Tillakaratne Dilshan.

The Thunder's decision to strongly pursue the 37-
year-old after he announced his Test retirement last
month, freeing him for the majority
of the BBL from late December to
January, was rewarded by his
acceptance of its offer.

Dilshan said two of the key factors
in joining the Thunder were his
relationship with former Sri Lanka
international Chandika
Hathurusinghe, who has taken over
as the team's coach, and a desire to
play for the first time with retired
Australian great Mike Hussey, the team's marquee
recruit.

"So far we've always played ... on different teams
and sometimes we've had arguments, so it's nice to
have the chance to play together. It's another
experience for my career," he said.

Dilshan ranks fourth for runs in Twenty20
internationals, behind only Brendon McCullum,
Mahela Jayawardene and David Warner, and once
made an unbeaten 104 from 57 balls against

Australia. Third-placed Warner will be a teammate
at the Thunder, pending national team availability.
Dilshan, who is also a handy off-spinner, thrived on
Sri Lanka's one-day series visits here in the past
two summers, during which he made two centuries
and three half-centuries.

He was first due to play in the Big Bash in
2010-11 for NSW under the old state-based
competition, but was blocked from doing so
because Sri Lanka Cricket did not want him
to risk injury before the 2011 World Cup. He
said he had never abandoned his ambition
to play in the BBL, which he declared was a
superior T20 competition to all bar the
Indian Premier League.

"I'm really keen to play in the Big Bash. It's
such a wonderful, competitive tournament,”
he said.

"I've been hoping to play for the past three years
but [each time] I've had to go for international duty.
This year I'm free to play almost the entire
tournament. It's really exciting. I've always enjoyed
Australian wickets, with the extra bounce. I'm really
eager for this opportunity.”

Dilshan will miss the Thunder's first two matches
due to Sri Lanka's limited-overs series against
Pakistan, which ends on December 27.

Once he arrives he will officially succeed Chris
Gayle as the team's primary international player,
with England's Eoin Morgan to depart early due to
international duty.

Dilshan said he was aware of the team's significant
struggles over the past two years and did not
promise his best could match the best of Gayle,
arguing the West Indian was incomparable. But he
said he was impressed by the pre-tournament
planning of Hathurusinghe and Hussey.

"l can't do it alone," he said. "As a team we have to
work hard. This year | think a lot of good players will
be there and, like in any tournament and especially
in T20, if you start well it can be important ... then
that confidence can carry on throughout the series."
Dilshan predicted the BBL would be good
preparation for his subsequent involvement in the
Asia Cup one-day tournament and the World
Twenty20, to be held in Bangladesh in April. He
said a bonus would be being able to face
countrymen Muthiah Muralidaran and Lasith
Malinga, who play for Melbourne Renegades and
Melbourne Stars, respectively.

"They're two of the great bowlers in the world," he
said. "I've played against them in the IPL and some
domestic competitions, and it's exciting to play
against them again in different teams.'(The Age)

FIBA Asia Under-16 Basketball Championship for Women

Lankan cagers lose to Kazakhstan Anuradha Abeysekera

(dailynews.lk) Sri Lanka suffered their fourth defeat
against Kazakhstan by 45 points to 69 in the Level I
preliminary round of the FIBA Asia Under-16
Basketball Championship for Women continued at
the Sugathadasa Indoor Stadium yesterday. Both
teams struggled to open their accounts and Dora
Goonewardena sounded the board first for Sri
Lanka with a free shot after A. Arzamastseva
committed a foul on her. With Sanuri De Silva and
Jithendri Gallassage adding back to back four points
local girls took the early lead keeping rivals under
control. Sri Lanka led 5-0. Alexandra Kovalevskaya
scored a three point to bring Kazakhstan into the
game and soon they began to gain the rhythm.
Kazakhstan seized the lead with seven minutes
remaining in the first quarter (12-11) and widened
the gap to a three-point lead in the end (16-13).
Local girls tied the scores in the second quarter at
16 all but were not able to regain the lead.
Kazakhstan players prospered on some fine long
shots and scored 25 points while conceding only 10
points to the home team in the quarter. They were
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18 points ahead at the short break (41-23).

Sri Lanka entered the third quarter in a much
organized manner and offered resistance to
Kazakhstan attack. They defended their ring while
scoring 17 points in contrast to 12 points from
opponents. Though they reduced the deficit a little,
Kazakhstan were well ahead by 13 points before
going for the final episode (53-40).

Kazakhstan strengthened their defence in the final
quarter and local girls found it hard to penetrate it.
Lankans were restricted for five points and visitors
clinched victory with ease, adding 16 more points to
their score in the final quarter.

Alexandra Kovalevskaya played a superb
match and top scored for Kazakhstan (19
points). She also collected 14 rebounds in
the match. Karina Olenberg added 12 points
for winners. S.A Sasanthi (18 points) and
Sanuri De Silva (10 points) were the best
scorers for Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka will meet
Indonesia in their final Level Il preliminary
match today commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Japan reign
supreme

Japan reigned
supreme in the
Level | points L
table collecting
eight points after
they beat Korea by 83
points to 50 yesterday.
Strong Japanese girls
posed a tough
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challenge from the
beginning and scored
22 points in the first
quarter while restricting
Koreans to 12 points.
Japan continued their
speedy game and
hunted more 25 points
in the following quarter
to gain a comfortable
21-point lead at half
time (47-26). Koreans

found it hard to penetrate Japanese defence and
only managed to add more 14 points in the second
quarter. Japan excelled in both attack and defence
collecting 60 rebounds in contrast to 33 from the
opponents during the game.

Even after Japan made three substitutions in the
beginning of third quarter Koreans were unable to
make inroads to the game. Koreans conceded 16
points while earning just seven points in the
penultimate quarter. Even though both teams
engaged in a speedy ding-dong battle during the

final quarter, Japan comfortably added 20 more

Dinuda wins gold
at Commonwealth
Weightlifting

Setting new Sri Lanka record

by Reemus Fernando
(island.lk) Young Dinuda
Abeysekara of Royal College,
Polonnaruwa has improved
the Sri Lanka record in the
48kg weigh class on her way
to winning the gold medal at
the ongoing Commonwealth
Weightlifting Championships
in Malaysia yesterday.
Competing in the youth
category, Abeysekara has
won the gold medal lifting a
total weight of 136kgs, the Sri
Lanka Weightlifting Federation
officials confirmed on
Tuesday.

Abeysekara lifted 62kgs in
snatch and 74kgs in clean and
jerk to win her maiden
Commonwealth
Championship gold.
Federation officials said that
her medal was the first by a
Sri Lankan female at a
Commonwealth Weightlifting
Championship.

Incidentally, it was the third time that she has
improved the national mark within this year.

She broke the Sri Lanka record for the first time at
the Schools Weightlifting Championship of the All
Island Schools Games early this year. She was
adjudged the Best Weightlifter of the Schools
Championship for her performance after which she
took part in several youth international
competitions including the Youth Asian Games in
China.

Dinuda Abeysekara
was adjudged the
Best Weightlifter of
the All Island
Schools Games
recently. She has
improved the
national record in
the 48kgs weight
class on more than
one occasion this
year. (RF/ File Pic)

., , points to win the game
while giving away 17
points to the rivals.

' Hinano Mizuno (19
4 4l points) and Himawari
¥ Akaho (15 points) were
the best scorers for
Japan while Yejin Kim top
scored for Korea with 11
points. Heji An and Eomiji
Han contributed 10 points
each for the losing team.
Korea is placed third in

.1

the Level | obtaining six

S
' é points behind China

=g (seven points) after fourth
day’s play.

China thrash Malaysia

China thrashed Malaysia with a huge 62-point
margin (90-28) and secured the Level | points table
second slot. Winners posted a big 33-point lead
midway (45-12). China’s centre Lingge Zhang made
the best points contribution with 18 points and also
collected 15 rebounds. Manman Zhang and
Dillishati Dilana added 13 points each for winners.
Kar Khoo scored nine points for Malaysia while Mun
Yi Chia, Yun Tan and Yee Lim shared four points
each for losers.

Malaysia who is yet to register a victory in the
tournament is lagging bottom in the Level | points
table with four points, losing four out of four games.
Thailand on top of Level Il

The Level |l table leaders Thailand secured their top

position with eight points on fourth day defeating
Jordan by 87 points to 51 after leading 36-23 at
short whistle. Thailand so far maintained an
unbeaten record and won all four preliminary round
matches.

A much competed Level Il game was on showcase
when Hong Kong thrived to beat Indonesia by 38
points to 33 in the fourth day’s first match. Both
teams battled it out with a never say die attitude
from the early stage of the match, but Hong Kong
had a slight one point lead at half time (15-14).
Hong Kong won three matches out of five and
collected seven points so far to be positioned
second in Level . It will be interesting to see
Thailand taking on Hong Kong in today’s first match
of the preliminary round at 9.00 a.m.

Taipei beat India 105-50

Chinese Taipei came up with an aggressive second
half play to reach treble figures (105 points) against
India (50 points) after leading 57-35 at half time.
Taipei lasses played with superb team work and did
not allow Indians to steal points easily during the
second half. Indians were restricted to eight and
seven points in third and final quarters respectively
while Taipei girls added 24 points in each quarter.
Yesterday’s match results

Hong Kong beat Indonesia 38-33 (Level II)
Thailand beat Jordan 87-51 (Level Il)

Japan beat Korea 83-50 (Level 1)

China beat Malaysia 90-28 (Level I)

Chinese Taipei beat India 105-50 (Level I)
Kazakhstan beat Sri Lanka 69-45 (Level II)
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