Make the skies
your new playground

It's time to make a move and create your very own space in the big league of the skies.
After all...this is 'your' time, so if you are between 2 and 18 enroll now and become

a member of the YoungSmiLes traveler rewards program.
We promise you lots of fun, plus you also get 'bragging rights' to our mind blowing
promotions and exclusive events that are coming your way...soon!
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THURSDAY -
Killer Kidney Disease

WHO urges govt. to test fertilisers for toxic chemicals

(Island.lk) - The World Health
Organization (WHO) has urged the
government to formulate a regulatory
framework to control the quality of
imported fertilizers and pesticides and test
them for nephro-toxic agents such as
arsenic and cadmium as they are known
to cause kidney diseases.

Research has shown that water in the
North—Central and the Uva Provinces is
contaminated with arsenic and cadmium.
Around 20,000 people have been affected
by the Chronic Kidney Disease of
Uncertain Aetiology (CKDu) in the two
Provinces.

Of urine samples obtained from CKDu
victims, 56 per cent had cadmium
excretion, indicating early kidney damage.
Around 63 per cent of CKDu patients had
urine arsenic levels above 21 ug/g. Urine
arsenic levels above 21 ug/g can cause
changes in kidney tissue, which may lead
to Chronic Kidney Disease.
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Disease Prevention and Management
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By Don Asoka Wijewardena

(WHO) Dr. Ms. Shanthi Mendis, who
conducted a study on Chronic Kidney
Disease of Uncertain Aetiology (CDKu) in
the North-Central and the Uva Provinces,
said that in the urine analysis of 496
kidney patients, 56 per cent had urine
cadmium excretion, over exposure and a
combination of factors that seemed to
cause the CKDu.

Toxic factors identified so far included
nephrotoxic agrochemicals, arsenic and
cadmium, she said. A study on the socio-
economic impact of CKDu has revealed
that many patients, interviewed in the
advanced stages, are too ill to continue in
gainful employment.

Dr. Mendis pointed out that in the North-
Central and the Uva Provinces, a
minimum of 15 per cent of the people in
the age group of 15 to 70 years were
affected by CKDu. Particularly, men over
40 years, who were engaged in farming
for more than 10 years, were at a higher
risk of developing the disease. The
majority of men and women suffering from
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the disease had been excreting raised
levels of arsenic and cadmium in urine.
That indicated
consumption of
arsenic and cadmium
in either water or
food, she said.
Analysis of 32
samples of
agrochemicals had
shown that 10 per
cent of the samples
were contaminated
with arsenic and 20
per cent were
contaminated with
lead, she said.

She said that studies
done so far on
drinking water
samples from
Anuradhpura,
Polonnaruwa and Badulla had shown that
cadmium and lead were within normal
limits. Arsenic and cadmium had been

analyzed in 118 water samples and 99 of
those samples had been taken from
drinking water sources
believed to cause CKDu. In
three of those samples,
arsenic levels were above
WHO standards, she said.
Dr. Mendis said that the
research team had urged
the government to develop
a regulatory framework to
improve the quality control
of imported fertilizer,
particularly with regard to
nephrotoxic agents such as
arsenic and cadmium. "Our
research has substantiated
that the drinking water
sources in the North-
Central and Uva Provinces
are heavily contaminated
with nephrotoxic
agrochemicals which contain high
percentage of arsenic and cadmium," Dr.
Mendis said.
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UK Chamber welcomes SL ties with African countries
By Shirajiv SIRIMANE
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(DailyNews.Ik) - British Sri Lanka Chamber of
Commerce UK, has welcomed the move by
Sri Lanka to establish diplomatic relations with
15 African Countries.

“With Sri Lanka having diplomatic relations
with African countries it would create openings
for both the government and private sector to
open up business,” said Jay Perera chairman
British Sri Lanka Chamber Of Commerce, UK.
Speaking to Daily News Business from
London he said that Africa is developing
rapidly and they have natural resources that
many other countries cannot match. Thanks
to this move we can now look at the African
continent which would bringing in numerous

whilst some Sri Lankan products are in great
demand in these areas, establishing credible
trade links are the stumbling block for
developing trade.“While Sri Lanka is pursuing
business in the West and Far East, we have
overlooked some of the nations in the
developing world.

Many of these states have shown tremendous
potential as partners in commerce and trade.
Additionally, many of these nations are
members of the Commonwealth with whom
we share a common historical link.” Perera
said that he together with Vice Chairman
Philip Brown attended the recently concluded
Commonwealth Economic Forum in Mansion
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economic benefits to Sri Lanka,” he said.
“This is certainly something we should have
done years ago. Due to the increasing trade

House and during the meeting it was
revealed, that some of the member states
from the African continent are forecasting

between Africa and other Asia, Sri Lanka is in
a very strong position to offer some of the
goods and services needed in this area and
also the possibility of inward investments and
tourism to Sri Lanka from these developing
nations.”

“We strongly suggest that Sri Lanka should
consider more African nations as partners with
Commonwealth members as a primary point
of contact. Our own experience suggests that
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staggering growth rates.

“Thus, it could be enormously profitable for Sri
Lankan businesses to develop trade links with
them. Nigeria, Ghana, Serria Leone,
Mozambique and Ethiopia are all examples of
these potential markets. With ever increasing
cross boarder trade among neighbouring
countries, these countries are becoming major
economic forces to recon with.”

Jay Perera, chairman British Sri Lanka Chamber Of Commerce UK,
Vice Chairman Philip Brown and Dr. Dr Mohan Kaul of the
Commonwealth Business Council, organisers of the Commonwealth
Economic Forum held at Mansion House.
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